Amazing Grac
Amazing Grace
Lutheran Church

THE SPIRIT

July 2015

HUMBLE WALK

James 1: 22-25 You must be doers of the word and not
only hearers who mislead themselves. 23 Those who hear
but don’t do the word are like those who look at their faces
in a mirror. 24 They look at themselves, walk away, and
immediately forget what they were like. 25 But there are
those who study the perfect law, the law of freedom, and
continue to do it. They don't listen and then forget, but
they put it into practice in their lives. They will be blessed
in whatever they do.

The life of discipleship, learning how to follow and
trust Jesus is hard. It’s really hard! Our usual approach to
learning is to “just do it” or “power through it” or “get ‘er
done’. But we can’t follow Jesus without walking in the
way of Jesus so there can be no triumphalism, no sense in
which we just need to try harder. The usual ways of learn-
ing and following are trivialized when Jesus begins our in-
struction in the way of discipleship by telling us to ‘take up
your cross and follow me.’ The things that work in oth-
er parts of our lives are useless in discipleship. Winning by
dying, losing our lives to keep them — this is not the way of
strength or high test scores or charm. This is walking the
way of Jesus in the way of Jesus with Jesus.

For the next few weeks in worship we’ll be hearing
what the book of James can teach us about this Humble
Walk with Jesus. Martin Luther made critical remarks
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about this book, calling it an "epistle of straw" in his preface
to the book of James. But, his later writing Luther acknowl-
edged its usefulness since, as Luther said it “lays much em-
phasis on God’s law.”

We have heard in the Easter proclamation that Jesus
Christ is risen! We have learned that in his resurrection Je-
sus set the world right again, ending the power of death and
evil. We've seen in the early church how they began to live
and worship and relate to the world in the new reality of
resurrection life. Now we’ll dig deep into the book of

We rest in the truth that Jesus has already done every-
thing needed to bring us into right relationship with God.

HYMN FESTS!

Come to church
around 9:45 a.m. on
to sing some of your

favorite hymns.

Kris Burns will pro-
vide the music. This
will be a time when
you can request your
favorite hymns ....
And we will sing
them! The Hymn Fest
happens the first Sun-
day of each month.

“Singing hymns are
prayers to God’s ear”

James to learn how to walk with Jesus in our own
place and time in the way of Jesus.

Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ figur-
ing out together what this humble walk looks like here
and now. I'll offer some ideas but you are invited to
bring your ideas, your passion and your insight to
the table as well. This walk with Jesus is not a top down
endeavor. Jesus started at the grass roots level and so we
will too. Please read the book of James or at least one
chapter a week in whatever Bible you have handy. We'll
be using the Common English Bible translation that you
can find at Biblegateway.com beginning with chapter one
on May 31st.

We'll read James keeping in mind the truth that
“You are saved by God’s grace because of your
faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something
you possessed. 9 It’s not something you did that you
can be proud of.” Ephesians 2:8-9. We rest in the truth
that Jesus has already done everything needed to bring us



BISHOP JAECH’S LETTER ON RACISM
20 June 2015
Dear Friends,

These past three days | have felt

continuing waves of grief, shock

and anger following the killing of

nine members of Emanuel African

Methodist Episcopal (AME)

Church in Charleston, S.C., who

were gunned down by a young white man at their

church. Over and over again during the past months, we
have withessed acts of racial violence against African
Americans in our country. The slaughter of good and lov-
ing people during a Bible study takes us even deeper into a
place of raw injustice and fear.

The event becomes even more personal as we discover
our Lutheran connections to this tragic event. Emanuel
AME'’s pastor, the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, was a gradu-
ate of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, as was
the Rev. Daniel Simmons, an associate pastor at Mother
Emanuel. Both were killed in this shooting. The man who
killed them, Dylann Roof, is a member of an ELCA congre-
gation in South Carolina. This was an “in-family” murder
and we cannot pretend to stay uninvolved.

| suspect that Dylann Roof’s defense lawyers will probably
plead that he is mentally ill and therefore not responsible
for his actions. While he is undoubtedly mentally wounded,
his violence is clearly an expression of the ingrained racism
and violent hatred ingrained throughout our country. We

cannot dismiss this as the aberrant act of one misguided
3

JULY BIRTHDAYS

1 Stella Southern

5 Shelbie Dickson
6 Mike Kupka

7 Evelyn Ellingsen
8 Calvin Evanson

9 Al Carlberg

11 Donna Morrisette
12 David Richards
19 Nicole Evanson
22 Suzan Stegemoeller
23 Amanda Kaufman

26 Cath Hagen
29 Pete Majar
31 Molly Johnson, &

Joan Rabung

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
1 Phil & Suzan

Stegemoeller

2 Inez & Charles Coulter
23 Keith & Lynnette Lile
24 Mike & Judi Hubbard
25 John & Doris Tieder

26 Coleman & Laura Carle
27 Tim & Pam Alstrom



PRAYING FOR...

Emily Donahoe, Lynne Hanson, Beth Botten, Maxine Cog-
burn, Mitzi Ludwig, Harold and Molly Johnson, Mary An-
derson, Renee Quinn, Kari Maynard Baretich, Lynn Hower-
ton, Betty Mensinger, Geri Stubb, Evelyn Ellingsen, Jim
Coon, Eleanor Knapp, Tim Olden, Ben Offrink and his
daughters, Nicole Claussen, Al Carlberg, BJ Bastin, Richard
Kraiger, Doug George, Gwen, Don Stubb, Aileen Long,
Richard, Melvin Thompson, Melissa Smiley, Kenny Brous-
sard, Dana, Gene, Annie Eisele, those who are unhoused
and those living at RiverCity; for long-term caregivers Carol
Stubb & Jack Bastin, and for the young people and workers
at the youth center. We pray for peace and comfort for fam-
ily and friends mourning the death of Shelbie Offrink and
Dan Fackrell. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

Amazing Grace’s PRAYER CHAIN is busy praying for
% the needs of our community. Please let Darci or Pastor

‘ Val know if you would like to join as a pray-er.
All requests are confidential. Information is only shared

with the prayer chain and we will continue to pray for your need until you tell
us to stop. If you have permission to pray for the person in the bulletin and/or
newsletter, please let us know.

If you have a prayer request, contact Pastor Val or Darci
at the office (360.532.8250).

After hours, you can contact Pastor Val with emergency
prayer requests at 360.580.8977.

Please let us know how your prayers are answered!



RIVERCITY
VILLAGE
NEEDS

All contributions of
prayer, time, mon-
ey, and effort are
greatly

appreciated! Thanks
for partnering with
us.

We're all in this
together!

Tax deductible do-
nations may be
made to CCS with
RivercCity in the
memo line. 100% of
money goes directly
to needs of Rivercity
that will stay with
the camp wherever
it is

located.

Donations can be
mailed or dropped
off at:

410 N. H St. or P.O.
Box 1734 Aberdeen
98520. Email
BARYH @ccsww.org
or call (360) 753-

3340 X 21.

RiverCity Update

We’re one month into hosting the former residents of the
camp at the Chehalis River, who now call themselves
RiverCity Village. The expressions of gratitude from the
residents bring tears to my eyes. They are grateful for a
simple space of asphalt in a parking lot. They are grateful
for the safety and privacy of fencing. They are grateful
for the outpouring of food and equipment that they have
received not only from Amazing Grace members but
from the community at large. They are grateful for the
decency shown them in providing warm showers, porta
potties and dumpster.

Most of all they are grateful for being treated like human
beings. Time and time again I hear one or another per-
son say, “No one ever showed they cared before. No one
ever treated me like a human being.” They are astounded
and amazed that a church would do this. Their experi-
ence with churches has usually been a handout tied to a
sermon and often accompanied by judgment. A church
simply showing unconditional love is beyond anything
they could have imagined. A phrase I've heard from
many people, RiverCity residents and community mem-
bers is, “When no one else would step up to help Amaz-
ing Grace did.”

That witness to the gospel of Jesus to show uncondition-
al love, and to show that love through tangible acts: feed-
ing the hungry, giving sanctuary to the homeless, and a
cup of cool water to the thirsty speaks volumes about our
faith and acts as evangelism better than any media cam-
paign ever could.

Thank you for allowing me to serve in God’s mission to
Aberdeen and to the most vulnerable with you. We're all
in this together!

Pastor Val



Thank you to everyone who supported and served at
Vacation Bible School this year.
Thanks to:
Guides, leaders, musicians,
decorators, artists, parents, cooks,
servers and $ donators.

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Sunday Times and Godly Play Sunday School are on
Summer Break. See you in Autumn/!

Thanks we have received...

Dear Friends at AGLC,

Thanks you for your generous and consistent donations. You have
blessed us tremendously and we are nearly finished with the houses in
Ocean Shores!

Blessings,
Larry Burgher,
Habitat for Humanity of Grays Harbor

Dear brothers and sisters,

Thank you so much for your May 2015 gifts given in support of Living Stones
Prison Congregation.

...On behalf of Living Stones Prison Congregation, thank you for your partner-
ship in the gospel.

Jim Shanafelt



person. Dylann Roof was shaped and
twisted by the systemic racism that batters
people of color each day when they go to
school, apply for jobs, look for housing or
simply drive down the street.

What can we do? We can begin, first by
praying for the families in Charleston that
have experienced such tragic loss. | have
included a prayer at the bottom of this let-
ter that can be a resource for you in your
congregation.

We can pray for Dylann Roof and our en-
tire nation, asking that God will free us
from our conditioned hatred and suspicion
of one another.

Perhaps most importantly, we can work to
end racism by entering into active dia-
logue and mutual support with members of
the African American community. In Ephe-
sians 2, Paul writes: "Christ Jesus is our
peace; in his flesh he has broken down
the dividing walls of hostility." Jesus often
starts this peace process by simply by
bringing us together to talk and under-
stand each other’s lives. We need to move
from being strangers to being family
again.

Out of the tragedy in Charleston, | have
made a commitment to immediately begin
meeting the AME pastors in our Synod. |
want to listen to their stories and learn
from them. | recognize that | will need to
wrestle with my own racial ignorance and
suspicions along the way. But it will be a

step in the healing process. | encourage
each of you to join me and choose one
specific action that you will do in the next
month that will help break down our racial
divide.

At a court bond hearing in Charleston on
Friday, the family members of those who
were slain were allowed to speak to
Dylann Roof. They spoke about the pain
of their loss, but each one of them an-
nounced to Dylann that they forgave him
and prayed that he would repent and dis-
cover the peace that God wished for

him. | can barely comprehend the deep
well of love and graciousness in their
hearts that enabled them to forgive. Yet |
know that they were being fed by the well
of living water that springs from Christ and
from the throne of God. That is our only
hope as we strive to end and move be-
yond racism and violence.

Blessings to you and to our nation as we
walk this path.

Bishop Rick Jaech

Holy One, you do not distance yourself
from the pain of your people, but in Jesus
you bear that pain with all who suffer at
others’ hands. With your cleansing love,
bring healing and strength to all effected
by the murders at Emanuel AME church;
and by your justice bring our country to
repentance for racism and gun vio-
lence. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.



QUILTER'S NEWS

Even though school for the 2014-2015 year just ended, within the next two
weeks our local box stores will start advertising specials on school supplies for next
year! We plan to send 150 school kits with our shipment of quilts to Lutheran
World Relief in October, so now is the time to buy the items that are needed for each
Kit. The following items are needed for each kit

1-2 % inch eraser

5 - black or blue ball point pens [NO GEL INK); secure with a rubber hand
1 - box 24 crayons (Crayola is best)

1 - blunt scissors

5 - unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure with a rubber band

1 - 30 centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on one-side and inches on the
other

1 - pencil sharpener

4 - 70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper approximately 8 by 10 14"
(NO LOOSELEAF PAPER)

You are welcome to contribute all items for a kit or just buy one. [F you would like
to contribute money we would be happy to do the shopping for you. Items may be
given to Darci in the office or put on the table in the parish hall. We are working on
the bags this summer and they will be available in early September. Thanks in
advance for supporting this worthwhile parish ministry.

KEEXEREXXEEXEXKXEXKXXXKEXXKXXRXX XXX *

Union Gospel Mission reminder:
Maurita White’s team serves

Tues. July 7th:
Vicki Mitchell & Virginia Clark, Susan Bylund, Joyce
Smith,, Paula Elder, Dorothy Stephens, & Pam Al-
strom

The director of UGM says that we can

expect to serve about 50 people. They need to
have the food delivered well before 7 p.m. so that they
know what is coming. Thank you!!!



Helping Grays Harbor’s at-risk Youth

The 1st Sunday of each month we highlight the needs of the at-risk
youth in our community. Our "Caring Cupboard" is a one-stop donation
site for the Gravity Center, Youth Center and other entities that serve

Grays Harbor Youth.

G.R.A.V.LT.Y. Program Typical
Gravity Center kids are experiencing
poverty and neglect. The kids are al-

ways hungry and can always use:

Cup of Noodles

Instant cocoa packets

Bread

Peanut butter and jelly
Canned tuna

Cookies and fruit

In addition the teen parents need:
Diapers Size 1 or larger;
Baby Wipes, Soaps or lotions,
clothes,

bottles,

children’s Tylenol,

diaper rash creams

These items may be left in the basket
in the Parish Hall for pick up and de-
livery by Vicki Mitchell.

STREET OUTREACH PRO-
GRAM through the Youth Center ap-
preciates your help in supplying
needy youth with:

Gloves, hats (esp. knit hats)

Warm socks, umbrellas, rain ponchos
Personal care items

Travel toothbrushes,

travel size lotions,

Chapstick, small first aid kits
feminine products,

travel size laundry detergents or Pods
Combs and hair brushes,
mini-Kleenex packs,

hand cleaner, soap and lotion

Duct tape



UNDER THE BRIDGE MINISTRY

Please bring bread, lunchmeat, makings
for sandwiches, to the church by July
12.We will be preparing sandwiches for
the Under the Bridge ministry.

We will be serving sandwiches on
Wednesday, July 15TH.

Unity in Christ Youth Group Shares for Purchase

Purchase a Share and Invest in the Youth Group Mission Trip. The youth
group will be selling shares ($5 a share) for

their
Mission Trip to San Francisco in August.

Share-holders will receive a prayer list for
the trip, up-dates on how things are going while we are in San Fran-
cisco, cards with names, faces, and facts of each student and adult lead-

er going on the trip.

The Share-Holders dinner will take place after our trip (in late August)
where you will have an opportunity to see and hear some of the initial re-

turns on your investment.
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for caregivers of those with memory loss.

Family caregiver Support Group meetings are the 3rd Tuesday each month
from1:00—2:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Aberdeen, 420 N. Broadway
St.

Contact group facilitator for more information: Helen Morning Star 360.533.2277

Like to knit, crochet or other fiber arts?

Or want to learn»

We have a newly formed Fiber Arts Group for all kinds of fiber artists, at all
levels of expertise, currently meeting the first and third Wednesdays each
month to do our crafts together. We’'ll do our own projects or make hats and
booties for needy newborns, teach each other whenever needed, and enjoy
our good fellowship.

AGLC has received four bins of knitting and crochet supplies as a gift, so you
don‘'t need either tools or skill. We will have supplies and patterns for baby
hats and booties available.

Contact: Brenda Grant brenda_k_grant@hotmail.com or Trish Safstrom
trish.safstrom@gmail.com for more information, or just show up!

Wednesday, July 1 & 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall:



Amazing Grace Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Agenda
May 12, 2015 6:15 pm
Call to Order
Devotions — Jeannette Green

Assign Prayer Task (these are tasks that the council members are given at
the start of the meeting to listen for during the meetings and then
share during the closing prayer.)

Thanksgiving (Note anything during the meeting that would be
the basis for thanksgiving) - Mark

Intercession (Record needs or opportunities in the church or wider world that call
for intercession) - Diane

Petition (Note situations within council itself that would be the basis for prayers of
petition) — Pastor Val

Praise (Note the work of the Spirit of God in the life of the Council or the congrega-
tion)-Chris

Assign Time Keeper and Opinion Collector Tasks — Chrissie
Quorum Established by Mark.
Review and Approve April Agenda-S/M/A
Review, correct and approve minutes of last meeting, April 14, 2014 - S/M/A
Financial Reports
Treasurer’s Report — Chrissie Kincaid
Portco bill paid in May instead of April, two charges for May due to Chrissie being sick.
Adult Education went over Budget for year
Motion to approve — SIM/A
Financial Secretary’s Report — Mike Kupka
Chicken Dinner Funds need to be transferred to the appropriate account - Youth
Process for designating St Paddy’s Dinner funds
Business items
River Camper Options — Pastor Val
Feedback from congregation? Positive or Negative response
Letters from Congregation members
Congregational Discussions held after church on two Sundays
Congregation to form a committee of members who are not Church Council Members

Min. 5 members on Committee. Volunteers who have stepped for-
ward are Liz Ellis, Steve Swanson, Suzan Stegemoeller, Ray
Hodge

Committee Responsibilities

What does the congregation need to have in place beforehand?

12



iii. Chris moved to approve the River Campers use of Amazing Grace Lutheran

Church’s parking lot pending the AGLC Tent City Committee and the Camp-
er’s Leader’s mutually agreed upon and appropriate conditions. Chrissie
seconded. Passed Unanimously

Pastor asked for Prayer and Discernment.
Phone Book advertising — Mark
Dex $318/yr for white and yellow page listing
When Evangelism Committee forms they can look into advertisement and fund raising opportu-
nities
Plans for bring “Living Lutheran” to our congregation — Mark and Diane
Summary from Diane and Mark
Chaps 1-4 covered in first study
Discussion on Bel Aire property options-
set a date for the vote — Mark

Mark took notes from Kristine and Property Committee and nar-
rowed proposals to two viable options: Keep or Sell

Must give Congregation proper notice of vote
What is the time period for proper notice of intent to vote
Insert: Option 2 — 10% tithe and 90% Capital Project Funds

Chris moves to accept an amendment, Chrissie 2", Ap-
proved by all.

Newsletter Mailing — Pastor Val
Costs of mailing bulletin to everyone
People feel like they aren’t getting communication or information
How do we get the right information to the right audience
August Council meeting — Date Change — Mark

Proposal to change meeting to the 3™ Tuesday of the month — Aug 18. Jeannette and Pastor
will be gone with youth mission trip on 2" Tues. Okayed by Council

Healthy Congregations workshop — Pastor Val
Five members attended
Systems Thinking, Functioning Planning

How can we become more grounded in the ideas and bring it to the
people

Ministry Reports
Fellowship — Chris Seelke
Summer’s coming — not much happening
Dee’s list
Ideas for Summer Events

Worship — Diane Hanson
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Pentecost coming up

LAT team plans for Summer Liturgy — First six weeks will be Psalms matched with Modern
Songs, week one is Pharell William’s Happy

Organ Update
Sharing off Council’s received Feedback on Narrative Lectionary
Property — Coleman Carle

Next priority: Painting Upper Window Trim in Fellowship Hall. Coleman needs to coordinate with
Gene Schermer, who is painting lower trim.

Almost finished - Sump Pump and Wiring — elect needs to be completed

Replacing sills on ground floor windows — Materials have been purchased, need to schedule
with Keith to get done this summer. Deadline is September 21.

Sanctuary Lights #11 — Nearly all the lights changed to LED.
Graffitti Removal — materials purchased, need to schedule labor

Item #14 - Toilet Options — No budget for expenditures until bills for completed work have been
paid. Not moving forward until we have money in the fund.

Coleman left
Outreach — Kristine Finazzo absent/no report.

Youth & Family — Jeanette Green Reached out to Lynette — Sunday Times meets twice a
month, once during sermon time and once after worship. Not all youth participate in
both Sunday Times and Youth Group with Presby. It is an important ministry. Amy —
Godly Play Update. Youth Group: 325 earned at Pres Church on Mother’s Day. All costs
should be covered by fundraising except spending money. Stereotype Lesson at last YG
meeting. Good group of Youth. Moving right along with logistics of travelling to San
Francisco. VBS: We are hosting. Week of June 22.

Pastor’s Report
Intensive Work Days— May 18, 19, 20, 21.
Confirmation Road Trip May 22

Side Note: Pastor’s dad diagnosed with MDS. She plans to get all of her planning
done by end of May and be able to spend a week in Montana with her Dad before
he gets bad. “Pray for us.”

Task Assignments
June Devotions — Pastor Val
Adjournment and closing prayer (Including Prayer Tasks assigned at the start of the meeting)

Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Darci Jewitt
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President

Vice President / Wor-

ship
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Youth & Family
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Endowment
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15

Mark Smalley

Diane Hanson

Chrissie Kincaid
Mike Kupka

Jeannette Green
Kristine Finazzo

Chris Seelke

Coleman Carle

Keith Lile

Val Metropoulos

Darci Jewitt

(360) 249-1955
(360) 532-2859
(360) 470-1147

(360) 533-6640

(360) 532-2888
(360) 532-6053

(360) 209-9794

(360) 538-1137

(360) 580-1511

(360) 580-8977

(360) 532-8250

marktrish86@gmail.com

djh431@hotmail.com

ckincaid @paneltechintl.com
meincmk@comecast.net
green9g50@q.com
mfinazzo7@comecast.net

shadowalche-
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amazing111@comcast.net



July Worship Assistants

SUNDAY, July 5

Pastor: Rev. Val Metropoulos; Liturgist: Hank Bilderback; Worship
Assistant/Reader: Steve Swanson; Communion Assistant: None,
Communion at the rail; Ushers / Greeters: Ray & Jean

Hodge; Depositors: Theresa Kaufman & Carmon Shaw; Valet: OPEN;
Fellowship Hosts: OPEN -Please bring your Independence Day left
overs to share for a potluck!

SUNDAY, July 12

Pastor: Rev. Val Metropoulos; Liturgist: Keith Lile; Worship Assis-
tant/Reader: Cathy Kallio Communion Assistant: Liz Ellis; Ushers/
Greeters: Judi & Mike Hubbard; Depositors: Mike Barkstrom & Mike
Hubbard; VALET: OPEN Fellowship Host: Majar, Lile, Morrisette

SUNDAY, July 19

Pastor: Rev. Val Metropoulos; Liturgist: Hank Bilderback; Worship
Assistant/Reader: Dee Erickson; Communion Assistant: Susan By-
lund; Ushers/Greeters: Eileen & Gene Schermer; Depositors: Ray

Hodge and Gene Schermer; VALET: OPEN; Fellowship Host: OPEN

SUNDAY, July 26

Pastor: Rev. Val Metropoulos; Liturgist: Laura Carle; Worship Assis-
tant/Reader: Kathy Wehage; Communion Assistant: Diane Hanson;
Ushers/Greeters: Amy & Mark Ostwald Depositors: Mark Ostwald &
Pete Majar; VALET: OPEN; Fellowship Host: Carle, Torgerson,
Smalley, Safstrom
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AMAZING GRACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Amazing Grace
Lutheran Church
111 E. 4th Street
Aberdeen, WA 98520

Phone: 360.532.8250
E-mail: amazing111@comcast.net
www.amazinggraceaberdeen.org
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Ministers: The People of Amazing Grace
111 E. 4th Street
360) 532-8250
amazinggraceaberdeen.org
amazingiii@comecast.net
Pastor Val Metropoulos
(360) 580-8977
vmetropoulosooi1@luthersem.edu
Office Administrator: Darci Jewitt
Liturgists: Hank Bilderback, Keith Lile &
Laura Carle
Musicians: Kristine Burns, Hiedi Seelke,

Geri Stubb

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP

HERE



